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Urashima’s Casket: A New Version (The 2nd Part)

¥ Since the first part is missing, the whole picture and the details of this
Urashima story is unclear.

3% Based on the content of the second part, however, it is presumed that a
jelly fish, an octopus who acts as a gatekeeper, and a tortoise are together
seeking a liver from a living monkey. They are talking about what to do in
response to the monkey’s explanation that his liver can be found on the
mountain from which he has come.

* KK KKK

After the talk, they arrived at the conclusion that they couldn’t do
anything unless they obtain the liver. So they reluctantly allowed the
monkey to go back to his home.

Having returned to the earth’s surface, the monkey said to the tortoise,
But he had secretly gathered his fellow

monkeys, and beat and kicked the tortoise with them, saying, “How dare

“I will give you my liver, then.”

you take me away to the Dragon Palace and attempt to kill me and get my
The monkeys attacked the
tortoise, shouting, “Damn you!” and “Let’s kill the tortoise and eat it as

liver! So have you learned your lesson?”
medicine.”

The tortoise ran for his life back to the Dragon Palace, and told those in
the court that the monkeys had used violence toward him. The dragon
king summoned the octopus and the jellyfish, condemned them for their
failure to obtain a liver from a living monkey, and ordered that they should
This is why even
As for the
tortoise, he was banished because he could do nothing to prevent the

be deprived of all the bones and sinews in their bodies.
today octopuses and jellyfish have neither bones nor sinews.

monkey from returning to the surface of the earth.

Now the banished tortoise reached this world and was hooked by
The tortoise asked Urashima
The Princess

Urashima who happened to be fishing.
earnestly, “I am a messenger from the Dragon Palace.
languishes in the palace, waiting for you in secret. Please visit her. She
will then recover and I will also save my honour.” Urashima took pity and
gave ready consent. Overjoyed, the tortoise put Urashima on his back and
hurried off to the Dragon Palace.

Urashima found the Princess and spoke with her. He offered her a gift
of menkéo-fuhai-no-tama, or the wondrous stone in which the Buddha’s face
can be seen from any angle, and said, “Keep this as a memento.”

The virtue of the stone cured the Princess quickly. “This is a mere
token of thanks,”

adding that he should never open it.

said the Princess, and presented Urashima with a casket,
Mounted on the tortoise, Urashima
returned to this world. His services having been recognised, the tortoise
was released from banishment.

At the Dragon Palace, the precious stone was kept carefully in a pagoda.
Because the rightful receiver of the stone was Fujiwara-no-Fuhito,
posthumously referred to as Tankaiko, he later recovered it by sending an
Off the
Province of Sanuki lies the Isle of Tamashima, or Gem’s Island, where

ama, or a woman diver, as his proxy to the Dragon Palace.
female divers live. It was a diver there who helped to recover the precious
stone.
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SHINPAN URASHIMA TAMATEBAKO (GE-KAN)
(URASHIMA'’S CASKET: A NEW VERSION (THE 2ND PART))

Eriko HATA, Yoshitaka ARAKAWA, Toyoji HARA, Yuki NISHINO, Senri SONOYAMA, Tomoko KOMURO, Ken’ichi YOSHINO
and Mototaka KOYAMA

ABSTRACT: This article comprises a reprint of Shinpan Urashima Tamatébako (Gé-kan) in the possession of Itoi Bunko (Itoi Library) in Maizuru City, with

notes, an abridged modern Japanese version, and its English translation. We hope this will be helpful to researchers both at home and abroad.
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