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STUDY ON HOW SAKUBE AND SHOKICHI DRIFTED IN 1872

Masashi MAKINO

ABSTRACT : In this report, I made it clear how Sakube and Shokichi drifted to the Korean Peninsula, referring
to some Japanese and Korean historical sources. The Japanese sources show why they set sail, what route they
drifted through, and how Korean people dealt with them. The Korean sources show the size of their ship and
what was in their ship. Drifters were supposed to be handed over to a Japanese diplomat at the Wakan. However,
Sakube and Shokichi left harbor and returned to Japan. So, this event didn’t enable the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to communicate with the Korean state.

Key Words : Drift, Japanese-Korean relations, Tango, Japanese classic ships



