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Faryu Shinban Tatsu-no-miyako Soga Monogatari
(“The Tale of the Soga Brothers” Staged at the Dragon’s

Palace: A New Version)

Having released a turtle into the sea, Urashima Taro fell into a doze.
After a while, the turtle appeared to him in a dream and said, “Fishes will
perform the play 7he Soga Brothers at the Palace of the Dragon King. The
play shows how the two brothers avenge their father’s death. I have come
for you because we would really like you to see it.” The gist of the play is as
follows.

ko S o

A bonito plays Kajiwara, a close associate of the shogun, Minamoto-no-
Yoritomo (Yoritomo of the Minamoto family). The Dragon King, who plays
Yoritomo, is on a boat excursion. A big shark plays the villain and bitter
enemy, Kudo Saemon Suketsuné, who killed the father of the Soga brothers.
A pufferfish plays Omi Kotdta, a retainer to Kudo Suketsuné. A catfish
Both Omi

Kotota and Yawata-no-Saburd have a discontented look. On the other hand,

plays Yawata-no-Saburd, also a retainer to Kudo Suketsuné.

the two heroes, Soga-no-Jiiro Sukenari and Soga-no-Goro Tokimuné, are

played by a cherry bass and a lobster respectively. An akahena? plays

Asahina Saburo Yoshihidé, who is unmatched for military prowess.

Once a flounder hid a toragisu, or a rosy sandperch, and the cherry bass
The
toragisu of Oiso plays Tora-gozen, a courtesan on close terms with Sukenari.

in a guardhouse. The flounder plays Dosaburd who serves Sukenari.

A goby plays a maiden apprentice, who stood beside her as an attendant.
Just then, the catfish and the pufferfish, the retainers to the big shark, found

the cherry bass. The big shark stood behind them watching. A big flatfish
in the role of Onio Shinzaemon, a vassal of Tokimuné, disguised himself as
a white saké seller and crept into the coast town of Oiso where the toragisu
lived. The big shark rained down angry shouts on the cherry bass, “Why
Come out,

don’t you hand over Tora-gozen to me? I am mad about her.

come out, wherever you are.” The flounder, who served the cherry bass, was
trampled down by the pufferfish. So the toragisuhid the cherry bass under
her robe. The big flatfish, who had been watching this in the guise of a
white saké seller, instantly revealed himself and struck down the pufferfish
and the catfish.

As for the lobster, he was in deep grief after having been disowned by
Anko-gozen, or Lady Anglerfish, who was the mother of the brothers. The
lobster was intently sharpening arrowheads to avenge his father.

At that time, the Wada clan were holding a banquet at Oiso. Feeling
uneasy, the lobster hastened on board a whale through the rough sea to Oiso.
There he met the toragisu, the cherry bass, and a rock-trout in the role of a
Hindered by the akahena, the

lobster said, “It’s a nuisance dragging me into the banquet.

courtesan named Kewaizaka-no-Shosho.
Get your hands
off me! If you stand in my way, I'll throw you on to the roof of the Gohyaku-
rakan Temple.” Standing face to face with him, the big shark said, “You
can have this wooden dagger, lobster. I am for you on the shellfish
gathering day next March.” He left, saying “Farewell”.

The Dragon King went gathering corbicula clams in the month of March

on the lunar calendar in the Kenkyu era?. The cherry bass and the lobster

in the roles of the Soga brothers stole into a shooting lodge, and brought
down the big shark, while Nitta Shiro Tadatsuné, a close associate of
Minamoto-no-Yoritomo, performed a feat by cutting down Sukenari, the
elder brother, with his sword. The Soga brothers avenged their father, and
thus achieved their long-cherished desire.

Notes
1) An akahena It may be an amberjack, or a kanpachi, which is also called
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akabana or akahanain Japanese. AR - RERE ( FEiNL0.Q4°
2) the Kenkyii era From 11 April 1190 to 27 April 1199. http://www.arc.ritsumei.ac.jp/archive0l/theater/html/maiduru/index.htm
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Faryi Shinban Tatsu-no-miyako Soga Monogatari
(“The Tale of the Soga Brothers” Staged at the Dragon’s Palace: A New Version)

Eriko HATA, Yoshitaka ARAKAWA, Toyoji HARA, Yuki NISHINO, Senri SONOYAMA, Tomoko KOMURO and Ken’ichi YOSHINO
ABSTRACT: This article comprises a reprint of Furyli Shinban Tatsu-no-miyako Soga Monogatari in the possession of Itoi Bunko (Itoi Library) in Maizuru City,

with notes, an abridged modern Japanese version, and its English translation. We hope this will be helpful to researchers both at home and abroad.
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