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An Essay on the Pilgrimage Research sponsored by COC+

Motoyuki HAYASHI, Yuya FUJITA, Daiki BITO and Shin’ichi YOSHINAGA

*Corresponding author: yosinaga@maizuru-ct.ac.jp

Abstract: ”Junrei Manabi no Proguramu”( the Pilgrimage Research Program) is a series of educational events and
lectures from 2015 to 2019, for the purpose of letting students discover the values and meanings of their own
regional religious cultures through “pilgrimage” and “sacred places”. This program was conceived because
Matsund-dera dera Temple, which is no. 29 of Saigoku 33 Kannon Pilgrimage, the oldest pilgrimage route in Japan,
stands in Mt. Aoba just behind our college. These have been sponsored by COC+ (Program for Promoting Regional
Revitalization by Universities as Centers of Community).

This essay consists of three parts. In the first part, the events related to this Pilgrimage Program are reported,
including “Junrei Sinpojiumu” (Symposium on Pilgrimage) held on July 1 and 2, 2017, which took place at Maizuru
Nishi Shimin Pulaza (Community Center in Nishi Maizuru) and Matsund-dera. Some reports by students are
summarized in this part. The second part deals with a terrifying urban legend about the imagery “Rosia byoin”
(Russian Hospital) which is thought to be situated to the north of our college. This chapter is written by three
students, Motoyuki Hayashi, Yuya Fujita, Daiki Bito. And the last part is about the pre-modern history of

religions near our college, and the survey of folk religions in Nishi Maizuru.

Key words: Pilgrimage, Sacred Place, Matsunoo dera Templet, Urban Legend



